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The Scottish Parliament
Parlamaid na h-Alba





Communities Conference - “Understanding and Influencing Your Parliament”
Saturday 21st February 2015 (registration from 9.00 a.m.)
Easterbrook Hall, Crichton Campus, Dumfries DG1 4TA
Workshops Outline
All workshops will run four times through the day:

10.00-11.00

11.15-12.15

Lunch

13.15-14.15

14.30-15.30

Most workshops will be chaired by an MSP, and most will be assisted by co-panellists, including Parliament staff and, where appropriate, external ‘experts’ who have experience of the engagement route under discussion. 
The purpose of the workshop sessions is to allow attendees to focus in more detail on specific practical aspects of engagement and participation. The workshop sessions are an opportunity to hear from people who have had direct experience of these means of engagement and who are able to advise on how best to use these to raise your issue and get it onto the parliamentary radar. 
Be prepared to ask questions at the workshop sessions – they are an excellent opportunity to hear from people who have ‘been there, done that’.
Please stick to the workshop options you have chosen. These are detailed on the sheet in your delegate pack. Delegates who did not indicate in advance which workshop they wished to attend will be allocated a workshop.

Engaging with Committees 

Can engaging with committees really make a difference? Committees are at the heart of parliamentary business. However, people are often not aware of how to engage directly with them. Chic Brodie MSP will chair a session aimed at explaining how best to bring local issues before committees. On hand to assist will be Dougie Wands (Senior Assistant Clerk) who will outline the practicalities of engaging with parliamentary committees. Issues to be looked at in this workshop will include: How can local communities influence the work of Scottish Parliament committees? What sort of issues are suitable to bring to a committee? (and which aren’t?); What can community groups and individuals reasonably expect to happen when they engage with a committee? What does a committee do with the information they receive from outside groups and organisations? 
Social Media 
This workshop, chaired by MSP (tbc) will examine the various ways in which social / online media such as web-sites, blogs, FaceBook, Twitter etc – can be used to support a campaign issue. Also on the panel will be Emma Armstrong, Web & Online Manager at the Scottish Parliament, who has direct experience of using social and online media to help external groups and individuals engage with the Parliament and to raise MSPs’ awareness of local issues. 
Public Petitions
What makes a ’successful’ petition? Public petitions are one of the most high-profiles ways in which to engage directly with the Parliament. Chaired by John Wilson MSP from the Public Petitions Committee (PPC), this workshop will look at the role of the PPC – the only committee whose business is driven by the public. Included on the panel alongside John will be Ned Sharratt, Assistant Clerk to the PPC. Ned will outline in detail the procedures and processes involved in submitting a petition. Joining John and Ned will be (tbc) who will talk about their experiences of submitting a petition; How easy was it to do so? What support was offered? What obstacles were encountered and how were these overcome? What is a reasonable outcome to expect after submitting a petition?
Working with Local Media 
Media coverage of local issues can be crucial to gathering support and raising awareness within local communities. This workshop will offer practical advice on how to use local media to make a difference in your campaign or issue. What are newspapers and radio stations looking for in a news story? How do local journalists decide what makes a ‘good’ story? MSPs rely on local media to keep them in touch with the issues in their constituency or region in addition. In turn, MSPs also make use of local media (especially newspapers) to help inform constituents of the work that they are doing at Holyrood on their behalf. This workshop, chaired by MSP (tbc) will look at how local community groups and individuals can make best use of media outlets to assist with their campaign. MSP (tbc) will be joined on the panel by Kirsty Rimmer / Linda Peters, from the Parliament’s Media Relations Office, along with local reporter (tbc) in local print and radio journalism. 
Events & Exhibitions at Holyrood 

Not all engagement with the Parliament is centred around MSPs and formal routes such as committee work for example. This workshop, chaired by Lindsey Davey, Events Manager at Holyrood, will look at a range of ways in which community groups, voluntary organisations, local campaign groups, social enterprises etc. can bring their issue to the attention of MSPs. Lindsey will be joined by (tbc) who has experience of engaging with the Parliament and MSPs. (tbc) will advise on the practicalities of holding an event or exhibition at Holyrood and will also describe the benefits that can result from engaging in this way.

Cross-Party Groups 
Cross-Party Groups (CPGs) provide an opportunity for MSPs of all parties, outside organisations and members of the public to meet and discuss a shared interest in a particular cause or subject. There are currently around 80 CPGs, covering a wide range of issues such as Asthma, Credit Unions, Housing, Visual Impairment, etc. CPGs offer MSPs a highly focused forum to learn about the current issues affecting local communities. Community groups and individuals value CPGs because they offer an opportunity to meet with MSPs and policy makers and therefore provide the chance for them to influence parliamentary debate and decision-making on a specific issue. CPGs also offer a good opportunity to network with other groups and individuals dealing with the same issues and hoping to attract the support of MSPs and the Parliament. This workshop will be chaired by Graeme Pearson MSP. Graeme will be assisted by Samantha Currie, Support Manager with the Parliament’s Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee (which oversees the registration of CPGs), and Heather Noller of Carers Trust Scotland, who is a Member of the CPG on Carers .

‘Help Me to Help You’: an MSPs View 

MSPs receive many scores of approaches every week from a huge range of sources: constituents, pressure groups, third sector organisations, etc. This workshop will provide an insight into what MSPs can (and can’t) do in order to help their constituents.  Elaine Murray MSP* and Alex Fergusson MSP* will describe the wide range of issues MSPs typically deal with and the sort of outcomes you can reasonably expect. Elaine and Alex will give practical advice on what to do to get the attention of your MSP. Importantly, this workshop will also touch upon areas and issues where it is not appropriate or possible for your MSP to act on your behalf.
*Alex Fergusson will attend the two morning sessions of this workshop; whilst Elaine Murray MSP will attend the two afternoon sessions.
Booking Places

If you would like to attend the Communities Conference, please email Alice Noble at the Scottish Parliament on alice.noble@scottish.parliament.uk with details of the workshops you would like to attend.
You can attend four of seven workshops across the day.
Please note, workshop places are allocated on a ‘first come’ basis. We cannot hold places for workshops, as demand is sure to be very high. Therefore we require named individuals in order to book a place.
Support Needs and Catering

Please advise us in advance if you have any special mobility sensory or dietary support requirements, and we will do our best to accommodate these.
Itinerary

Registration is from 9.00a.m with formal start at 9.45a.m. The event will end at 3.30 p.m.
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